
 

For children and teens
My Guide to Navigating Cancer



Welcome to the
paediatric ward!

Our entire team is here to take care
of you, listen to you and support you

throughout your treatment. 
You probably received this little

guide because you now have or will
have an implantable port. This guide,

created by Vygon, will help you
understand what an implantable

port is and how it will be used. 
You can read it on your own or with
your parents. It’s here to reassure

you!
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My service:

My doctor:

MY PARENTS

MEDICAL INFO
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My surname:

My name:
__________
____

My hospital:

______________
______________
______________
______________
______________

______________

Phone number:

______________
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Our characters:

Dr Ina

Sloane Sloane’s DadSloane’s mom Dr Agate HopeOncologist

Milla
Nurse Anesthesiologist

Guardian of the Vessels is a Vygon initiative aimed at
creating a community of healthcare professionals who
share a common goal: implementing best practices to

improve patient care. 

Oncology
Nurse

Sloane’scousin

3



It’s possible, yes, because of 
chemotherapy. But it will grow back. 

And you can choose a nice hat, scarf or 
even a wig if you want.

Will I lose my
hair? 

We’ll do this
together.
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Hello everyone, this is the first
time we’re meeting. Your doctor
asked you to do some tests. How

are you feeling? 

 We’ll be with you, me,
your parents and all the

hospital staff, every step of
the way.

We’re a little worried.
Is it … serious? 

Leukemia … is that cancer? 

We’ll take time to
explain everything and

talk it through. 

The results show that
some cells in Sloane’s
blood aren’t working
as they should. We’ve
identified a disease

called leukemia. 

Yes, it’s a type of blood cancer. But I want
you to know right away: there are effective

treatments and many children recover.
You’re not alone, Sloane.

Chapter 1: Dr Hope brings hope! 



I’m scared...

It’s normal to be
scared. But you’re

brave, and you
have a team

around you. We’ll
fight this together. 

What will Sloane’s
treatment be? We’re with you

sweetheart.

 Sloane will need
chemotherapy and some

targeted treatments.

What is an implantable
port? 

The goal is to eliminate the
leukemia cells. This treatment is

quite long, more than three
months. 

To protect Sloane’s blood
vessels and give her some

independence, we’ll place an
implantable port. 

An implantable
port is a system

placed
completely under

the skin, 

either in the
chest, the leg or

the arm.
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It’s used for
chemotherapy, long-
term IV treatment or

blood sampling.

An implantable
port can stay in
place for a long
time and can be
removed once

we’re done with
the treatment.

It’s recommended for treatments lasting
more than three months, like Sloane’s. 

It allows medication to be
administered without repeated

needlesticks.

How long will Sloane keep
the implantable port? 

Milla, one of our nurses,
will answer all your

questions.

And we’ll see each other regularly.
See you soon, Sloane!

During this time, we
just need to take good
care of the port, and
you along with the
nurse, will help her
keep an eye on it. 
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Yes, that’s right. 

Sloane will have the Polysite
implantable port. It’s a

hybrid port, with a titanium
reservoir and a polymer

exterior. 

It is very light and discreet under
the skin. Its shape contributes to its

natural integration into the body.
In addition to being lightweight, the

titanium reservoir resists
accidental needle punctures, which

helps reduce the risk of serious
complications. 

I also see that there are different
sizes of implantable ports.  

Great. I’ll now explain what’s going to
happen in the next few days. Do you know

what an implantable port looks like? 

No...

Chapter 2: Milla, the guardian angel

Hello, I’m Milla ! I’m a nurse and today I’m here to give
you all the information you need to take care of

Sloane’s implantable port. If I remember correctly,
your appointment for the port placement is coming

up, right? 

And thehousing

A connection between

the port and the catheter 

The implantable port is
made up of: 

Standard 
Mini

Micro

A septum

A catheter

What type of implantable port will
you use? 

Size:

That’s correct. The size is
chosen according to the

patient’s body size. Sloane
will have the mini size.

They are compatible with
CT scans, which may be

needed during treatment,
so there’s no risk for

Sloane. 
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What happens after
surgery? 

How will the treatment work with
the implantable port?

At the start of the
treatment,

medications will be
given through the
implantable port. 

Right after your
surgery, you’ll

stay at the
hospital for a few

hours for
observation. 

Depending on the surgeon,
you may have 

It always has a bevelled
needle at a 45° angle

and the tubing through
which all fluids pass.

Dressing

Waterproof
glue

Keep it

After
it will dissolve naturally

Make sure it stays dry

Pool No

to avoid infections or

complications!

Repetitive

movements

Avoid carrying

heavy loads

One hour before, you will need to apply a numbing 

patch so you don’t feel the needle.

Then, we use a special needle
called a “Huber needle” that is
inserted into the implantable

port.

Safety Huber needle 

Non-safety Huber needle

There are 2 kinds:

This needle allows to
administer medications,
draw or inject blood, or

provide parenteral
nutrition. It’s also used to

flush the port after
treatment or when it hasn’t

been used for a while. 

Find these memo cards
at the end of the
comic book! 8

days

Bath



How is the needle chosen?

Selection depends on
the patient’s body

size, the viscosity of
the drugs and the

position of the
implantable port. 

It is crucial to choose
the right Huber needle

size to avoid
complications and
ensure the proper

delivery of treatments.
A needle that is too
short prevents the

correct administration
of the treatment, while

a needle that is too long
can damage the

reservoir or bend. 

How is the Huber needle
removed? 

One the treatment is finished, the Huber needle is used
for flushing. 

Once the flushing is completed, the PPS
Safety Huber needle is lifted horizontally.
It has a protection on the needle. Thus,
nurses will not be able to accidentally
injure themselves when removing the

device. 

A 10mL syringe (with saline solution) is
connected to the end of the Huber

needle tubing.

When the Huber needle is
removed, a dressing is applied to
the port to prevent infection. The
dressing should be left on for 48

hours. 

Could you tell us what
precautions we should take at
home to take care of the port? 

The nurse then injects serum in
small pulsations into the port to

avoid any occlusion of the
implantable port catheter.

Immediately, they remove the
needle by lifting upwards. A few
drops of serum may leak, this is

completely normal. 
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We were planning to go on vacation
to a beach area next month. 

We are
worried the
port might

bother Sloane
and prevent

her from
enjoying the
sea and the

sun. 

 

That’s great news, Sloane!
Is everything clear for you? 

Perfect! If you have any
other question or need

assistance, don’t hesitate
to ask, I’m here for you.

You should have received
an information guide with
all the details you need to

take care of your
implantable port. See you

soon, Sloane!

Yes, I understood
everything! 

1. My implantable port is
placed on my chest;

2.  To access it, the nurse
uses a Huber needle;

3.  And finally, I can do all
activities I want while

taking care of my scar!

Of course! You should check
the port area every day. Look

for redness or swelling. 

Don’t worry, Sloane can enjoy
her vacation! 

The
implantable
port won’t

change
Sloane’s daily

life, it’s there to
help her!

Thank you so much, Milla!
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Perfect! Now I’ll explain how the
operation will go. 

Hello Sloane, I’m Dr. Ina. Today, you’re
going to have an implantable port

placed in your chest to help treat your
illness. Do you know what an

implantable port is? 

Chapter 3: The operation 

Yes, Milla
explained it to
me at the first
appointment.

There are two possibilities for the
procedure: local anaesthesia  or general 
anaesthesia. 

you’ll be under
so you’ll be 

You, Sloane,
the general one,
completely asleep.

So don’t worry; you won’t feel
anything during the operation!

Afterward, you might just feel a little
discomfort.

The implantable port will be positioned in
your chest, and the end of the catheter

will be placed near the entrance to your  
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heart through the superior
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No, look, it will barely be noticeable
under your skin. Plus, this model has

rounded edges, so it will be very
discreet.

-

That’s right, you’ll
have a small scar. I’ll
make two incisions:
one for the catheter

and one for the
implantable port.

Both
scars will

be
discreet. 

I’ll use glue for your scar.
Don’t touch it for the first

15 days. After that, the
glue will come off on its

own. 

Milla told me I’ll have a
scar. 

Will my implantable
port be very visible? 

Yes, I’m ready! 
How long does the

operation take? It doesn’t take very long, about
half an hour. 

Are you ready?  
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No, you’ll see it’s much more comfortable than regular 
injections, especially since you applied the cream well. 

 Hello everyone! Sloane, are
you ready for your first session

with your implantable port? 

Is it already 
done? 

Yay! I’m going to
watch my favorite

TV show. 

I think so. I applied the numbing
cream on my port. Will it hurt? 

Chapter 4: The first chemotherapy session 

Okay, here we go. Just
breathe gently. 

Yes, you did 
great! Now your
treatment will go

through the
implantable port.
In the meantime,
you can listen to

music, read, watch
a show or just

relax. 
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Can you go in the
water with that? 

No, it doesn’t hurt
at all!

You know you can ask
me questions. 

Yes, I don’t have a dressing, 
so no problem!

Really? It doesn’t
bother you? 

No, I don’t 
even feel it. 

 I was worried about you. I
thought it would be complicated…

Epilogue: Holidays at the beach 

Does it hurt? 

14



End

Not at all. The implantable port helps me get better, but it
doesn’t impact my life!
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that I keep

a dressing glue

it will go away after

I do not wet the dressing       no pool            no bath

Memo Card
 POST OPERATIVE

 After the implantable port
insertion, I will have either:

To ensure proper healing, I
avoid carrying heavy loads
and repetitive movements
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Memo Card
Chimiotherapy

One hour before chemotherapy, I apply an
anaesthetic patch to the implantable port.
 

1 hour after chemotherapy, I
keep the dressing on.

The Huber needle
is inserted into
the implantable

port. Treatments
are administered

via the port. 

Safety Huber needle

Non-safety Huber needle
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Memo Card
Huber needle

removal

A 10mL syringe (with saline solution) is
connected to the end of the Huber needle

tubing.

Then the needle is extracted from the
implantable port with a smooth upward

movement.

Once we’re done with rinsing, the PPS Safety
Huber needle is lifted horizontally. It has a

protection on the needle. Thus, nurses will not
be able to accidentally injure themselves when

removing the device.

When the Huber needle is removed, a dressing
is applied to the port to prevent infection. The

dressing should be left on for 48 hours.
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